[image: image1.jpg]


 

www.SPARKmovement.org


SPARKteam! application form
SPARK is an intergenerational movement that trains, supports, and centers girls as leaders in the fight against sexualization—and not to brag or nothing’, but we’re pretty awesome. We’re looking for more awesome girls and young women to fill out our ranks and take the reins as we push through the sexist media tripe and create a world where girls and women have ownership of their own bodies and minds. 

SPARK Movement engages girls to be part of the solution, because we know nothing is more infuriating than having other people tell you what your own problems are and how to solve them. SPARK gives girls and young women the tools they need to become activists, organizers, researchers, policy influencers, and media makers. We’re building our community both on-and off-line and challenging the beliefs that sexualization is just “the way things are” and that we’re all just passive receptors of culture. The SPARKteam shows us—and creates—alternatives. 

Who we are looking for:

The SPARKteam is a core group of girls and young women (ages 13-22) armed with fierce writing and creative arts skills, a willingness and desire to learn and grow, powerful ideas, bold strategies for change, and the creative prowess and leadership skills to be a voice for SPARK Movement. SPARKteammates are passionate about challenging the sexualization and objectification of women and girls and promoting girls’ sexual rights and healthy sexuality. 

We want to stress that being on the SPARKteam requires a time commitment of between 15 and 25 hours per month depending on what’s going on with you and with SPARK. SPARKteam members are expected to:

1) Do two “actions” per month. Actions can include blog posts, performances, videos, media appearances, op-eds, & other similar things—if it’s related to our mission and you can document it on our website, it probably counts! 

2) Post and discuss SPARK blogs on at least two social networking sites per month. Pushing SPARK content to your networks is a huge part of what we do—reposting on Tumblr, Facebook, Twitter, etc. is super important!
3) Attend one scheduled chats each month with the SPARKteam to discuss blog topics, action ideas, get SPARK updates, etc.

4) Attend one online training per month with the SPARKteam, SPARK leadership, and outside guests. Trainings cover topics from fundraising to blogging to social media use to taking action in your school and community. 

5) Attend one SPARKteam activist training retreat per year, expenses covered by SPARK. 

6) Check in at least twice weekly on the SPARKteam’s private Facebook group to keep up with the SPARKteam and see what everyone is up to. New action and blog ideas and media opportunities are often posted in the group, so it’s vital that you read it regularly. 

This is mostly a volunteer position, but SPARKteam members get paid for the actions & blogs they create--$25 per blog/action.  

SPARK is committed to diversity and is especially interested in girls and young women of color, varying body-types, abilities, sexual orientation, and gender identity expression.

Name: ______________________ Age: _______

Race/Ethnicity: _________________________________________________________________

Mailing Address: _________________________________________________________________

Orientation/Gender ID (optional):__________________________________________________ 

Phone Number: ___________________  
Email: _______________________________________

School & Grade/ Year (if applicable):  _______________________________________________________________________________

Nearest Airport to you: ___________________________________________________________

Are you available August 13-16th for a retreat in the NYC area?: __________________________ 

Describe yourself in 3 words: ________________________________________________________

Why do you want to be on the SPARKteam?

Tell us about what being an activist means to you:

Describe your writing/blogging/arts experience: 

What do you feel will be most challenging for you as a member of the SPARKteam?

What’s your “dream action”? If you could organize any kind of action or campaign, what would it be? 

References (Please list one reference who is not a family member but who has knowledge of your interest in and/or work related to activism, sexualization, writing and or media literacy)

Reference #1 Name ______________________ Relationship: ______________________________

Phone Number_____________________Email Address____________________________________ 

Writing sample:

Please email this form and attach a writing sample of 300-600 words that discusses a topic related to SPARK.  
Please email this application form and writing sample to sparkteam@sparksummit.com by SUNDAY, MAY 19th, 2013
For questions, please call: 917.647.0326 or email Dana at SPARKsummit@gmail.com. 

PLEASE DO NOT USE OUR TUMBLR ASKBOX FOR QUESTIONS ABOUT APPLICATIONS! Especially do not do this anonymously. Anonymous questions on Tumblr will not be answered. Thank you!
SPARKling thanks!
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